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It would shew great want of feeling on my father's account, absent as he is, and in some degree of constant danger; and
it would be imprudent, I think, with regard to Maria, whose situation is a very delicate one, considering everything,
extremely delicate." There was nothing in all this either to astonish or interest, and it caught Emma's attention only as it
united with the subject which already engaged her mind. The contrast between Mrs. Churchill's importance in the world,
and Jane Fairfax's, struck her; one was every thing, the other nothing-and she sat musing on the difference of woman's
destiny, and quite unconscious on what her eyes were fixed, till roused by Miss Bates's saying, Mrs. Cole had many to
agree with her; every body who spoke on the subject was equally convinced that it must come from Colonel Campbell,
and equally rejoiced that such a present had been made; and there were enough ready to speak to allow Emma to think
her own way, and still listen to Mrs. Cole. An account of the concert was immediately claimed; and Anne's recollections
of the concert were quite happy enough to animate her features and make her rejoice to talk of it. All that she could tell
she told most gladly, but the all was little for one who had been there, and unsatisfactory for such an enquirer as Mrs
Smith, who had already heard, through the short cut of a laundress and a waiter, rather more of the general success and
produce of the evening than Anne could relate, and who now asked in vain for several particulars of the company.
Everybody of any consequence or notoriety in Bath was well know by name to Mrs Smith. Her affections were not acute,
nor was her mind tenacious.
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Historians, you think, said Miss Tilney, "are not happy in their flights of fancy. They display imagination without raising
interest. I am fond of history-and am very well contented to take the false with the true. In the principal facts they have
sources of intelligence in former histories and records, which may be as much depended on, I conclude, as anything that
does not actually pass under one's own observation; and as for the little embellishments you speak of, they are
embellishments, and I like them as such. If a speech be well drawn up, I read it with pleasure, by whomsoever it may be
made-and probably with much greater, if the production of Mr. Hume or Mr. Robertson, than if the genuine words of
Caractacus, Agricola, or Alfred the Great." Such, she believed, were his words; but scarcely had she received their
sound, than her attention was caught by other sounds immediately behind her, which rendered every thing else trivial. I
do assure you, sir, that I have no pretensions whatever to that kind of elegance which consists in tormenting a
respectable man. I would rather be paid the compliment of being believed sincere. I thank you again and again for the
honour you have done me in your proposals, but to accept them is absolutely impossible. My feelings in every respect
forbid it. Can I speak plainer? Do not consider me now as an elegant female, intending to plague you, but as a rational
creature, speaking the truth from her heart. I have engaged for your seeing him whenever he calls, as you might have
done had nothing of this sort occurred. Harriet had been conscious of a difference in his behaviour ever since those two
decisive dances.-Emma knew that he had, on that occasion, found her much superior to his expectation. From that
FireBoard - CRYPTONCLUB.COM.AR

FireBoard Forum Component version: NEW VERSION GOES HERE

Creado: 11 March, 2014, 11:42

evening, or at least from the time of Miss Woodhouse's encouraging her to think of him, Harriet had begun to be sensible
of his talking to her much more than he had been used to do, and of his having indeed quite a different manner towards
her; a manner of kindness and sweetness!-Latterly she had been more and more aware of it. It was a busy morning with
him. Conversation with any of them occupied but a small part of it. He had to reinstate himself in all the wonted concerns
of his Mansfield life: to see his steward and his bailiff; to examine and compute, and, in the intervals of business, to walk
into his stables and his gardens, and nearest plantations; but active and methodical, he had not only done all this before
he resumed his seat as master of the house at dinner, he had also set the carpenter to work in pulling down what had
been so lately put up in the billiard-room, and given the scene-painter his dismissal long enough to justify the pleasing
belief of his being then at least as far off as Northampton.
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She saw and felt for my Embarrassment and with admirable presence of mind releived me from it by saying-"My dear
Sophia be not uneasy at having exposed yourself-I will turn the Conversation without appearing to notice it. "Oh! how I
loved her for her kindness!" Do you ride as much as you used to do?" said she-. Her own happiness, and her own spirits,
were at least very certain; and she joined Mrs. Jennings most heartily in her expectation of their being all comfortably
together in Delaford Parsonage before Michaelmas. So far was she, at the same time, from any backwardness to give
Elinor that credit which Edward WOULD give her, that she spoke of her friendship for them both with the most grateful
warmth, was ready to own all their obligation to her, and openly declared that no exertion for their good on Miss
Dashwood's part, either present or future, would ever surprise her, for she believed her capable of doing any thing in the
world for those she really valued. As for Colonel Brandon, she was not only ready to worship him as a saint, but was
moreover truly anxious that he should be treated as one in all worldly concerns; anxious that his tithes should be raised
to the utmost; and scarcely resolved to avail herself, at Delaford, as far as she possibly could, of his servants, his
carriage, his cows, and his poultry. And to tell you the truth, speaking rather lower, ""I do not think that I shall ever see
Sotherton again with so much pleasure as I do now. Another summer will hardly improve it to me.""" Then you would be
very ill-bred, cried Mr. Palmer. Indeed, replied Elinor, "I believe that you will find him, on farther acquaintance, all that you
have heard him to be, and as you will be such very near neighbours (for I understand the parsonage is almost close to
the mansion-house,) it is particularly important that he SHOULD be all this." CHAPTER VI Lady Russell, convinced that
Anne would not be allowed to be of any use, or any importance, in the choice of the house which they were going to
secure, was very unwilling to have her hurried away so soon, and wanted to make it possible for her to stay behind till
she might convey her to Bath herself after Christmas; but having engagements of her own which must take her from
Kellynch for several weeks, she was unable to give the full invitation she wished, and Anne though dreading the possible
heats of September in all the white glare of Bath, and grieving to forego all the influence so sweet and so sad of the
autumnal months in the country, did not think that, everything considered, she wished to remain. It would be most right,
and most wise, and, therefore must involve least suffering to go with the others.
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Indeed, Mrs Smith, we must not expect to get real information in such a line. Facts or opinions which are to pass through
the hands of so many, to be misconceived by folly in one, and ignorance in another, can hardly have much truth left. So
long divided and so differently situated, the ties of blood were little more than nothing. An attachment, originally as
tranquil as their tempers, was now become a mere name. Mrs. Price did quite as much for Lady Bertram as Lady
Bertram would have done for Mrs. Price. Colonel Brandon was now as happy, as all those who best loved him, believed
he deserved to be;—in Marianne he was consoled for every past affliction;—her regard and her society restored his mind to
animation, and his spirits to cheerfulness; and that Marianne found her own happiness in forming his, was equally the
persuasion and delight of each observing friend. Marianne could never love by halves; and her whole heart became, in
time, as much devoted to her husband, as it had once been to Willoughby. You are expecting her again, you say, this
morning? If I had not persuaded Harriet into liking the man, I could have borne any thing. He might have doubled his
presumption to me-but poor Harriet!
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Mrs Croft always met her with a kindness which gave her the pleasure of fancying herself a favourite, and on the present
occasion, receiving her in that house, there was particular attention. But, whatever might really be its limits, it was
enough, when perceived by his sister, to make her uneasy, and at the same time, (which was still more common,) to
make her uncivil. She took the first opportunity of affronting her mother-in-law on the occasion, talking to her so
expressively of her brother's great expectations, of Mrs. Ferrars's resolution that both her sons should marry well, and of
the danger attending any young woman who attempted to DRAW HIM IN; that Mrs. Dashwood could neither pretend to
be unconscious, nor endeavor to be calm. She gave her an answer which marked her contempt, and instantly left the
room, resolving that, whatever might be the inconvenience or expense of so sudden a removal, her beloved Elinor
should not be exposed another week to such insinuations. Chapter 20 I wish it may. No, not that I know of, replied Mrs.
Norris; "she was here a moment ago." Harriet had business at Ford's.-Emma thought it most prudent to go with her.
Another accidental meeting with the Martins was possible, and in her present state, would be dangerous.
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When they were all in the drawing-room, the questions which Elizabeth had already asked were of course repeated by
the others, and they soon found that Jane had no intelligence to give. The sanguine hope of good, however, which the
benevolence of her heart suggested had not yet deserted her; she still expected that it would all end well, and that every
morning would bring some letter, either from Lydia or her father, to explain their proceedings, and, perhaps, announce
their marriage. Their departure took place in the first week in January. The Middletons were to follow in about a week.
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The Miss Steeles kept their station at the park, and were to quit it only with the rest of the family. It has been completely
unexpected. That is, I always had a strong persuasion he would be here again soon, I was sure something favourable
would turn up-but nobody believed me. He and Mrs. Weston were both dreadfully desponding. `How could he contrive to
come? She would not have him be serious, and yet what could excuse the use of such words and offers, if they meant
but to trifle? Emma made no answer, and tried to look cheerfully unconcerned, but was really feeling uncomfortable and
wanting him very much to be gone. He bowed. Fanny imagined this to be an appeal to her judgment, and therefore, after
a moment's consideration, said, "If you only want me as a listener, cousin, I will be as useful as I can; but I am not
qualified for an adviser.
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